CHANGING CULTURAL
TRADITIONS

FROM the: fourteenth (o the end of the sevenleentl centurny, touns
WweTe grewting n many countries of Eumpe. A distinet ‘trban
cliliire’ atso developed. Toumspeopie bogan to think of Hurmselves
as mare “cinlised” than rural people. Towns - pmtﬁmlmm
Florence. Venioe and Rome - became centres of art and b .
Arfists and writers tmrpatmﬁseﬂbylherﬁ:hmﬂ Hue
mmmq{mmwmmmm
and prints auailable lo many people, ncluding these Living in
distant toons or countries. A sense of historny alsedevefoped in
Europe. and people contrasted their ‘modern’ wordd with the
‘ancient’ one of the Greeks and Romans.,

Hdhmmmbemmmﬂhnywhthﬁﬂamudum
sfuuir.fﬂmsejnrhtmw The church sb:r!hmmrheﬂqfuus
overinrried by scienfigls mi-mbegnnh unelersiand the solar-
siysterm, and new geographical keeutedge overturmest the Eurape-
centric view that the Meditermanean ' Sea was the centre of
the worid.

There s i vt amoun| 6f matertal an Earopean hisory from
the Evrtesrnth condury —documenis, prinded books, painiings,
seudpilure= bulldings. textlles, Much af this las been carefinlly
prescrvc in armhibees, an gallores ool musenms in Koo
and America,

Froan the pinetrenth century, historians dued the levm
‘Retulspunee”({flterally, rebirth) to descrthe (he cullural
changes of this period. The historjun who ecoiphiasiserd these
o) was E Bwins scholur - Jueob Borckbuodt (TH18-UT) of
the: Univeshy of Hasle in Swiltzeripnd. e wns a satudeni
al the Germuan histonun Leymbth von Haoke (1795 1588).
Ronke had tanght him that the primary concvrn ol the
Tlntorisn wos (s wrile alaool stiles gl palliics waing papers
amd Mes of governmoenl departmenis. Burclhodl was
dissatinfied with twse vory miled fouls thol b= master it
st ot for hima To m politics was ool the be-all amd enad-
all in Listery wyithngl, History was a8 much concernes] wilh
eultyme as with polilics,

In 1860, he wrote 8 book called The Clisdlisedion of the
Hermissance i floly, n-wibch be called his oeadors aitention
o hitemhire. urchitechure and paimtng to (ef] the story of how
a e Tnnnzokel’ calture luel flowered s Ilalian tewns Fom
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the lourtsenth (o the srvenieents contury. This cullre, he
wmile, wns clarneterised by o pew Iselled — tat num, =S an
Iebtvlibual, was capabde of making his own decslons and
dievelopitay his skills. He was ‘moderny’, o contrmal bo medieva )
rinn witose thilidsng lud been cotilrollied by the dlinehe

The Revival of Italian Cities

After the fall of the western Roman Emplre, many of the towns

that had been politieal and cultural centres in laly fell into ruin.

was soverelgn in his own state, was tiot: aﬁ:l.rungpn].lﬂmlﬂglEﬂ
While western Europe was belng reshaped by feudal bonds and

untfied under the Latin Church, and eastem Eurupr under the

Byzantine Emplre, and [slam was creating a common chvillsation

further west, lHaly was weak and fragmented. However., It was these
very developments that helped o the revival of ltaltan culture,

With the expansion of trade between the Byzantne Empire and the
lslamic countries, the ports on the Mallan coast revived. Fram the

twelfth century. as the Mongols opened up trade with China via the
Stk Route (see Theme 5) and as trade with western Europesn countries
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aiso ncreased, taltan towns playved a central role. They no longer saw
themselves as part of a powerful empire, but as mdependent oity-
stairs. Two of these — Florenee and Vendoe - were republics, and many
others were court-cities, miled by princes,

One of the most vibrant cittes was Venlce, another was Genoa:
They were different from other paris of Europe = the clergy were not
politically dominant here. nor were there powerful fendal lords. Kich
merchants and bankers actively participated in governing the oty
and this helped the idea of cittvenship to sirike root. Even when
these towns were ruled by milttary despots, the pride felt by the
townspeople n being citizens did not weaken.

The City-State

Carfinal Gospare Contanni (1483-154X) writes about the democratic government
of h:: city=state in The Commonwealth and Govermment of Venice {1534,

to come fo the institution of our Venstian cemmonweailth, the whole
authority of the ity is in that counal. info which all the gentlamnen of the City
being onee past the qge of 25 year are admitted.

Now fint 1 am to yield you a reckoning how and with what wizdom it was
ordained by our ancestors, that the common peopls should not be admitted mto
this company of ctizens, in whose
authonty [lies] the whale powers of
the commomvealth - Because many
uoubles and popular tamults an:s
in those aties, whose govemment 13
wayed by the common people...
many Were of contrary apinion,
deeming that it would do well, if
thizs manner of goveming the
commonwealth should rather be
defined by abiity and abundanee of
riches. Contranwise the honest
dizens, and those that ae hbemlly
brought up, oftentimez fall to
povery.. Therefors our wise and

. Heflini's The lmwf Roetc of :fmri:ﬁh:;; prudent ancestors... ordered that
(s s puiiied revall an c3 this definttion of the public rule
370, anef s el 0 fifteerdiveomtuny Vo, should go rather by the nobiliv of

linsage, than by the estimation of wealth: yet:with that temperaturs: [provisa],
that men of chief and supreme nobility should not have this mile alone (for that
would rather have been the power of a few than a commorwealth) but abo
EvEly other atizen whosesver not ignobly bom: so that all which were noble by
birth, or ennobled by vifue, didobtam this nght of govemment.’
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1512 Michelangelo pamts the Sutine Chapel celling, ol B

Universities and Humanism

The earliest universities In Europe had been sel up 1o [tallan
towns. The universities of Padua and Dologna had been centres
of legal studies [rom the eleventh eentury. Comimerce belng the
chiel activity In the eitv. there was an Increasing demand for
lawyers and notanes [a combination of solleltor and record-kecper)
to write and Interpret rules and written agreements without which
trade on a large scale was nol possible. Law was therefore a
popular subject of study. but there was now a shift In emphasis.
It was studted in the context of earller Roman culture. Francesco
Petrarch [1304-T8) represented this change. To Petrarch,
antiquify was a distinetive civilisation which could be best
undersipod through the actual words of the ancient Greeks and
Homans. He thereiore stressed the importance of a close reading
of ancient authors.

This educational programme tmplicd that there was much o be
learnt which religions teaching alone conld not give. This was the
cutture which historians in the nineteenth cenfury were to label
humanism . By the early fifteenth century, the term ‘humanist’ was
used for masters who tanght grammar, rhetorie, poetry, history and
moral philesaphy. The Latin word humaniias. from which
‘humanities’ was dertved. had been used many centuries ago by the
Roman lawyer and essayist Cleero [106-243 seg), a contemporary of
Julins Caesar, to mean culture. These sublects were not drawn
from or connected with religion. and emphastsed skills developed
by individuals through discussion and debate:
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Giovanni Firo delia Mirandola (146394, a humanist of Forence,
wrote on the Importance of debate in On the Dignity of Man (1486},
‘For {Plato and Aristotle] ftwas certnin that, for the attainment
ofthe knowledge of truth they were always sz¢king for themsebres,
nothing s befisr than to attend as often as possibls the sxercze of
debate. Fot {ut o bodify energy s strengthened by gymnastic
sxercize, 1o beyond doubt in this wrestiing-place of fstters, as it

were, energy of mind becomes far stronger and more vigorous.”

These revolutionary ldeas atlracted allentlon in many other
umversities, particularly In the newly established university in
Petrarch's own Home-town of Florence. Tl the end of the thirtesath
century, this city had rot made 3 mark as a certre of trade or of lesrning,
bt things changed dramatically tn the Diteenth cesitury. A clty 1s known
by s great citbzens as mincll 45 by its wealth, and Florence had come

A el g o T g N T AT, T, M N T R B S ——r
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o be known becanse of Dante Allghter! (1265-1321), a layman
whio wrole on religious themes, and Glotto [1267-1337), an artist
who painted Ifelke portraits, very different from the stff Apures
done by carller artists. From then It developed as the most exolting
Intellectnal city Italy and as a centre of artlstic creativity. The
term "Renatssance Man' 1s aften useéd to deseribe a person with
fnny titeresis and skills, because many ol the Individials who
became well known at this time were people of many parts. They
were scholar-diplomat-theologinn-artist comiblined In ore.

The Humanist View of History

Humarusts thoughi that they were restoring “true civilisation” after
venturies of durkmess. for they belleved that a dark age’ had =t In
after the collpse of the Boman Empire, Following them. Liter scholars
uncjuestioningly assmmed that o ‘new s hidd begun in Ewrope from
the fourteenth cemtury. The term ‘Middie Ages’/'medival pertod” was

FIIAIE
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used for the millennium (thousand years) after the fall of Rome. In
the "Middle Ages’. they argued. the Church had had such complete
control over men's minds that all the learning of the Greeks and
Romans had been blotted out. The humanists used the word ‘modern’
for the period from the fifieenth century.

Pertodisation used by humanists and by laler scholars

Bih-14th coninry The Middie Ages
Sth-9h century The Dark Ag:--.
Hidi-11th centiry The Early Middic Ages
11h-141h pentury The Late Middle Agies
| Bt contury onwinis The Modern Age

Recently. historians have guestloned this division. With maore
research befng done and more being found out about Europe tn this
pertod, scholars are Increasingly reluctant to make sharp divisions
between centuries In terms of betng cultumally vibrant or otherwise. It
seems unialr to label any pertod as the ‘Dark Ages’

Science and Philosophy:
The Arabs’ Contribution

Much of the writings of the Greeks and Romans hag been familtar to
monks and clergymen through the ‘Middle Ades’. but they had not
made these widely known In the fourteenth century, many scholars
began o read ransiaied works of Greek writers ke Plado and Aristolle,
For this they were ndebted not o their own scholars but to Arab
translators who had carefully preservet! amd franslated anclent
manuscTipts (Phto was Aflitun, and Aristotle Aristu in Arbic).
Whitle smne Enropean scholars read Greek in Arabile transhition,
the Greeks transhited works of Ambic saxd Perstan scholars for furiher
trnsmission (o other Europeans. These were works on natoral sctence,
meathematics, astromomy, medicine and chemistry, Plolemny's Alnagest
fa work o astronomy, written in Greek before 140 op and ke transhited
mito Arbie) cammies the Ambie definite articke ‘al. which brings out the
Ambile conpectimy Amang the Musitm wrilers who were regarnied as
men of wisdom . the Ialan workd were [bn Stna® (Avicenmia” m Latin,
980-1037), an Amh phystdan and phtiesopher of Bukhan In Central
Astar. and w-Raz [Rhazes), author of a medival encyclopaedia. fon
Rushd (Averroes’ in Latin, 1126-98), :an Amb philosopher of Spatn,
triezd o resolve the terslon between phitosophicad Enowledge (fazflasuy)
and religtous beliefs. His method was adopted by Christim thinkers,
Humamntsts reached out 1o people tn a vanety of ways. Thoush the
curricnka in umversttles continued © be daminated by law, micdicine
and theolpgy, hmmanist subjects slowly began o be Introduced m
schools, niol just i laly but n other Eumpean countries as well,
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Artists and Realism

Formal education was not the enly way tluough which humanists
shaped the minds of their age. Art, architecture amd books were
wonderinlly elfectve In transmitting humanist weas,

" “Art" iy embedded m noture; ke who con extract it
has it .. Moreoves, you may demonstrate much ofyour
work by geomety. The mor dosely yourwork abides
by Efe In its form, so muchthe betterwill it appent. . No
man shall ever be able to make a beautiful figuwrz  out
of his own imagination unless he has well stor=d his
mind by much copying from B

— Kibrecht Duser (L471-1528)

This:sketch by Durer (Fraying Haneds) gives us a.senss
of Italian culture in the sxteenth centuny when people
were desply religiens, but also had a sense of confidence
in man’s ability to achieve naar-perfection anrd
unravel the arystenes of the worid and the unweme.

Projiing Hands', tirush drotdng by Dures, 1508

Thee Fietin™
i:‘;—'ﬁ‘:‘;‘f‘iﬁ] plehx Artists were inspired by studying works of the past. The matestal
body of Jesws, rerpains of Roman culture were-sought with as much excliiement as
ancient texts; a thousand years after
the fall of Home. fragments of art were
discovered tn the nins of anclent Home
and other deserted cities. Thelir
admiration for the figures of ‘perfectly’
propartioned men and women sculfpted
s0 many ceniuries ago, made Hallan
sculptors want to confinue that
tradition, In 1416, Donatello {1386-
1466) broke new ground with his
Itfelthe siatues.

Arttsts’ conecern o be accurate was
helped by the work of scientists. To
sindy bone stmicthares, artists went (o
the labomtories of medical schonls.
Andreas Vesallus {1514d-64). a Belgtlan
and a professor of medicine at the
Untversity of Padua, was the first to
dissect the human body, This was the

bedinning of modern phyvsioloay,
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This s2lEportrait le by Leenardo da Vined (1452-1519) who had
an amazing range of in:reits from betany and anatemy to
mathematics and art. Fe'painted the Mona Lo and Fhe Last Supper.
Onz of it dreamt was to be able w fiy He spent year obrerving
birds in flight, and designad a flying machine.
He doned his name ‘Leonardd da Vinct, discipls of szperiment’,

Painters did nol have older works (o use as a model. But they,
like sculptors, painied as realistically as possible, They lound
that a knowledge of geomelny helpesl them understand pespective,
and that by noting the changing quallty of lght. ther pletures
acguired a three-dimensional gualtty, The use of oll as a mediinm
[or painting also gave a groialer richness of colour to palntings
than before. In the colours @nd designs of costumes In many
paintngs. there 1s evidéence of the influence of Chinese and Perstan
art, made avallable to themn by the Maongols. (see Theme 3)

Thus, anatomy. geometry, physics, as well as a strong sense af

what was beautiful, gave a new guality to [Ballan adl. which was
to he called '
century.

Architeciure

The city of Rome revived iR a spectacidar way in the fifteenth
century. From 1417, the popes were politically stronger because the
weakness cansed by the election of two rival popes sionce 1378 had
ended. They actively encoumged the study of
Home's history, The ruins in Home were
carefully excavated by archaeclogisis
{archacology was a new skill), This inspired a
new style in architecture, which was actunlly
a revival of the imperial Homan style - now
calied ‘classical’, Popes, wealthy merchants and
anstocrats emploved architects who were
familiar with classical archftecture. Artists
and soulptors were also to decomte butldings
with patntings, sculptures and reliefs.

Some individuais were skilled equally as
patnters, senlptors and architects. The most
impressive example 1s Michelangelo Buonamot
(1475-1564) — mmortalised by the cetling he
pamted for the Pope tn the Ststine Chapel, the
sculpture called The Pleta’ and, his design of
the dome of Si Peoier's Chumsh, all i Bome.
itppo Bromelleschi (1337-1446), the architect
who destgned the spectacular Duomo of
Florence, had started his career as a souiptor,

o B

realism” and which continued il the ninetesath

NCTTTYTIY 2

Desaribe thoe
i ferem
sedenit il

clrmetnids in the
work of
sintormth

renidory linlinn

Artisls,

. S

Ialign archileciine i
the sictevTil cenimg
copled mang foafures
o)l tngperial Flommn
faiidings:




114 Thewieis Wonln Hemoay

Another remarkable change was that from this ttme. artists
were known individuaily, by name. not as members of & group or
a gulld, as earller.

I’\

';‘I:I ':

ER TR

Leon Batizta Albertl (1404

72) wrote on art theory and
archirecture. ‘Him | call an
Architect who 1= able 1o
devise and 1o compleat all
thoss Works which, by the
movementof greatWeights,
and by the conjunction and
amapiment of Bodisr can;
with the greatest Heum].r,
be adapted to the imes
of Monkind*

lﬂ ”i‘r_% JH Iil" .|.'L

The First Printed Bpuks

If peaple 1 other countries wanted o see paintings,
sculptures or bulldings ol greal anists, they had to
travel to Italy. But in the case of the written wosl,
what was written tn ltaly travelled to olher
countries, This was because ol the greatest
revolution ol the sixteenth eentury — the mastery of
the technology of printing. For this, Europeans wee
indebted Lo other peoples — the Chinese, for printing
leshinology, and to Mongol nmilers because Enropean
traders and diplomats had become famillar with
during visits to their courts, {This was also the case
with' three other mportant Innovations — fAirearms,
the compass and the abocus.)

Esarller, textsexisied 1n a few hand-written coplies.
In 1455, 150 coplés of the Bible were printed m the
workshiop of Johamnnes Gutenberd (1400-1458), the
German who made the first printing press, Earller.
a monitwould have taken the same amount of tme
to write out one copy of the Bible!

By 1500, many classical texts, nearly all in Latin,
had been printed n [taly, As printed books hecame
avallable, IL was possitile to buy them. and students
did not e 1o depend solely on leeture-notes, ldeas,
opintons and information moved more widsly and more
rapidly thum ever before. A printed book promoting new
Ideas could quickly reach hundreds of readers. This
also made 1t possible for Individuals to read books,
since it was passible to buy coples for oneself. This
developed the reading habil smoeny people.

The chief reasen that the humantst culture of Haly
spread more mpldly acress the Alps from the end of
the ffteenth century 1s that printed books were
circulating. This also eplalins why earller Intellectinnl
muwements had been hmited (o partioniar reglons,

A New Concepiof Human Beings

One of the features of humantst culture was a slackening of the conirol
of religion over haman ltfe. liallans were strongly attracted (o material
wealth, power and :glory, but they were not necessardly meligious:
Francesco Barbaro (1390-1454), a humantst from Ventee, wrote o
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pamphict defending acquisition of wealth as a virtue. In On Pleasure,
Lorenzn Valla (1406-1457), who belteved that the study of history leads
man o sittve for a ltfe of perfection. critivised the Chnstian injunction
against pleasure. There was also 5 concemn at this time with good
manners — how one should speak politely and dress correctly, what
skilis a person of culture should leam.

Humantsm also implied that tndividuals were capable of shaping
thetr own lives through means other than the mere pursuit of power
and money. This 1deal was clasely tled with the belief that hbuman
nature was many-sided, which went against the three separate orders
that feudal society belleved 1n.

Niceple Machiavelll wrotz about human natare in the fiteenth
chiapter of his book, The Frince (1513).

‘S0, leaving avide imagmary things, and referring only to those
which truly exist, I say thaot whenever mien are discussed (and
sspedally prinees, who are more expoted to view); they are noted
for various qualities which earn them ®ither praiie or
condemnation. Some, for exampls, are held to beigenercus,. and
cther: miserly. Some are held to bs bensfacton, othen are called
grarping; some criEl. 10me mmpmmm ‘one man foithlss,
‘another fuithful, one man’ aﬁ!mlnm mdcawu:dlv ariother ferce
‘and courngesiis; oxe mon COUTEONS, ‘anather proud; one man
lascivious, anotier pure; one quileless, anothsr crafiy; one stubborn,
‘ancther flexible; ons grave, anather fmrﬁlﬁm‘ one religious,
‘another sceptical, and so forth

Machiaeslll belisved thit ‘all men are bad. n:m:’l &ver rrady
.cﬁspl-:s_ar theit vidous natines partiy bactlse of e foct that human
desirat qre insatinble’ The riostpewerful motive Machlavelll saw
‘as the Incentive for every humahaction I selfinterest

The Aspirations ol Women

The new 1deal of individuality and citizenship excluded women.
Men from artstocratie families dominated publte lfe and were the
deciston-makers i thetr families. They educated their sons
to take thelr place In famlly businesses or in public life, at times
sending thelr younger sons to join the Chorch. Although thetr
dowries were invested tn the family businesses, women
generally had no say in how thetr hushands should run thetr
business. Often, marriages were intended to strengthen
business alllances. If an adequate dowry could not be arranged,
daughters were sent to convents to live the life ol a nun,
Obviously, the public role of wonen was imited and they were
looked upon as keepers of the households.
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The postiton of women in the familles of merchants., however.
was somewhat different, Shopkeepers were very often assisted
by their wives in running the shop. In families of merchanis and
bankers, wives looked after the businesses when the male
members were away on work. The early death of a merchant
compelled his widow to perform a larger public role than was the
case in aristocratic families.

A fewwomen were intellectually very creative and sensttive about
the tmportance of a humanist edhacation. "Even though the study of
letters promises and offers no reward for women and no dignity,
wrote the Venettan Cassandra Fedele (1465-1558), “every woman
onight to seek and embmace these studies.” She was one of a handful
of women who questioned the idea that women were Incapable of
achieving the qualities of a hinmantst scholar, Fedele was known for
her profictency tn Greek and Latin, and was tnvited to give orations
at the University of Padua.

Fedele's writings hring into fociis the gencral regard for education
in that age. She was one of many Venetian women writers who
criticised the repuhlic ‘for creating a highly limited defimtion of
freedom that favoured the desires of men over those of women'.
Another remarkable woman was the Marchesa of Mantua. Isabella
d’Este (1474-1539), She muled the state while her husbhand was
absent, and the vourt of Mantua. a small state. was famed for its
inteliectual bnlltance; Waomen's writings revealed thelr conviction
that they should have economic power, property and education to
achieve an !dnnm}r_ I & workd dominated by men.

uulmq’hn E-u:rﬁgllunt; ﬁutanr and diplemat, wiot in his book
The r:nw&qr (1528

‘i bpld that ﬂ’l’iﬁtﬂﬂ:ﬂ ﬂfhmainnn way resemble a man as regards
herways, mannen, words, gestuzss and bearing. Thus fistas it
very ftting that a maz should display o certain robust and sturdy
man%mﬂ..m tti:wﬂlfurnwpmtu Thava nm:nins;rft and
d;hfﬁbgndpme 53, With an ait of femintne fweemess inher eveEry
movement, which, in her going and stoying end whatspevet she
does, always makes her appear awoman, witheut any esemblance
to,0 mman. 16this pracept be added to the mles thatthese gentlemen
| havz mnqhtﬁu courtiez, then. lmmmme #Hﬂ:h’:w be ahls to
| make use of many of them, and adorm henelf with the Bnest
accomplishments, .. For I consider that many virtues of the mind
are as 'mum:r o nwamnusm a man; as it i.t mhe of good

mmuzﬂ. :Lwa: and pmﬂenr to bz neithér ;Huui envious m.'l
sviitongued, no: vain  to perform well and gracefully the spors
suitable for women.'
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Debates within Christianity

Trade and travel, milltary conguest and diplomatic comacts linked
Italian towns and couris with the world beyond. The new culture
was admired and imiltated by the educated and the wealthy. Very
fow of the 1iew 1deas Altered down to the ordinary man who, after all,
could nol read or wrile.

in the hifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, many scholars In
universitles in north Europe wiere attmcied to humanisi ideas, Like
thetr ltallan colleagues, they too focuseil on classical Greek and Roman
texts along with the holy books of the Christtans, Bul. unitke Italy,
where professional scholars dominated the humanist movernent, n
nirth Europe humanism attracted many members of the Church,
They called on Chrfstians to practtse religion in the way lald down In
the anclent texts of their eliglon, discarding unneeessary ritials, which
they condemned as Aler additions to a stimple rellgion, Thetrs was a
eadically new view of lhniuman beings as free and rational agenis. Laler
philnsophers were to return to this over and aver again, inspired by
the beltef tna distint God who created man butatlowed him compleéte
freedom to live hits We freely, In pursait of happiness here aud now’,

Christian nimmantsts ke Thomas Mare (1478-1535) in Engiand
andl Erasmus (1466-1536) th Holland felt that the Church had
became an institution marked by greed, extorting money at will from
ardinary people. One of the favourite methods of the clergy was to
sell ‘Indulgences’, documents whitch apparently freed the buyer from
the burden of the stns he had committed. Christians came 1o reallse
from printed transiations of the Bible tn loesl Bnguages tiat thetr
religion did not permit such practices. h

In almost every part of Europe, peasants began to rebel agatnst
the taxes imposed by the Chinreh. While the common folk resented
the extortions of churchmen, pringes found their iInterference In the
work of the state tmitating. They were pleased when the humanisis
pointed out that the clergy’s cintm to judicial and fiseal powers
onginated from a document called the 'Donatton of Constantine
supposed to have been 1ssued by Constantine, the first Cheistian
Roman Emperor, Humanist scholars were abie to potnt out that this
wiis not genuine, and had been forged later.

In 1517, a young German monk called Martin Luther
(1483-1546) launched a campalgn against the Catholie Chureh and
argued that a person did nol need pricsts (o establish contact with
God, He askesl his followers to have compleéte fGith in God, for @ith
alone could guide them to the right e and entry Into heaven. This
movenment — calles] the Protestant Reformation — led to the churches
in Germany and Switzeriand brealung thetr connection with the
Pope and the Catholle Churche In Switseriand. Luther's deas were
popularised by Ulrich Zwinglt [1484-1531) and Eiter by Jean Calvin
(1500-64). Backed by merchants, the reformoers hiad greater popular
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appeal tn towns, while in rural areas the Catholie Church managed
to retamn tts influence, Other German reformers, lthe the Anabaptists,
were oven mare radical: they blended the {dea of salvation with the
endd of all forms of social oppresston, They satd that since God had
created all people as equal. they were not expected to pay taxes and
had the right to choese their priests. This appealed to peasants
appressed by feudalism.

William Trndale (1494.1536), an English Lutheran who translazed
the Bible into English in 1506, defended Frotestantism thus:

‘In this they be all agreed, o diive you from the knowledge of
the scrphize, and that ye thall not have the text thezeof in tha,
mother-tongue, and o keep the world still in darkness, 1o the tmtent
they might it in the consciencer of the people, mmghfvsﬂn
supeystition and false docirine, to saticfy thefrproud ambition; and
insatable covetousness, and to Esﬂﬁﬂlﬁirwﬂmﬂmﬁﬂbm king
and empezor, yea, and above God himself. Which thing oniy
moved me (0 mansiaes the W‘mmm [ bad perceivad
by experience, haw thatitwas Impossible 1o establish the lay-people
in any truth, except the soipture were viainly laid before their
ayes in their mother{ongue, thatthey m}}hmm the process, order,
and meaning of the !E;El: d '

—

Luther did not support radicalism. He called upon German rulers
to suppress the peasants’ rebellton, which they did in 1525, But
racdicaltsm survived, and mierged with the reststance of Protestants
m France, who, persecuted by the Catholic rulers, started clamming
the rght of a people (o Emove an oppressive mler and o choose
someone of thetr own lking, Eventually, m France, as tn many other
parts of Europe, the Catholic Chaneh allowed Protestats (o worsiip
as they chose. In England, the milers ended the conmection with the
Pope. The king/queen was from then anwards the head of the Chiarch,

The Catholic Church ftself did not escape the impact of these
idens, and Degan to reform itselfl from within. In Spatn and (o [taly,
churchmen emphastised the need for u simple life and service (o
the poor, In Spatn, lgnatius Loyola, in an attempt to combat
Protestantism, set up the Soctety of Jesus m 1540, His followers
were willed Jesuits, whose mission was to serve the poor and 1o
widen their knowledige of other cultures.

ACTIVITY 4
Whit wers (e eses s wivhels e
Prodestatils critieiscd che Catholic Clinreh?
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The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries

1516 Thomnt Mere's Uropte published

1517 Marmn Luther wise: tHe Nineh-Fve Theset

15322  Luther ttamiatey the Gible inte Genman

1525 7ecsantuprsing in Germany

154 Andgeas Vesallup wwites On Asstomy

133%  Anglican Church etoblished in England. wirh the king/queen oz
1t head: ' '

1567  Corhandus Meroaterprepones oviindrical maop of the eaxth

1582  Gregonom ealendor intmduced by Yope Geegory XiH

1624 Wilbom Horvey Hinks the heoss with blood Grouloton,

1673 Academy of Jcdences zetup m Fori

1687 lioac Mawion's Pindpls Mertemames published

The Copernican Revolution

The Christian notion of man as a sinner was guestioned from’ an
entirely different angle — by sclentists. The turning potntin European
selence came with the work of Coperntcus (1473-1543), a
contemporary of Martin Luther. Christians had belteved that the
carth was a sinful place and the heavy burden of sin made 1t
immobtle. The earth stood at the centre of the uriverse
around which moved the eelestial planets.
Copernicus asserted that the planets. Including the
carth. rotate around the sun. A devoul Christian.
Copernlcus was afrald of the possible reaction 1o his
theory by traditionalist clergymen. For this reason. he
did not want lits manuscripl. De revolutivnibus {The
Rotatlon) Lo be printed. Onchis deatlibed, he gave it (o
his follower. Joachim Rhetious. [t ook time for people
to accept this 1deas It was much later — more than bl
a century later, In fact — that the difference between
Theaven and eurih was bridged through the writings of
astronomers like Johoannes Repler (157 1-1630) and
Gallleo Gaitlel (1564-1642). The theory of the carth as
part ol a sun-centred system was made popular by
Keplers Cosmographical Mysiery, whiich demonstrated
that the planets move around the sun not In clicles
but m ellipses. Gallleo conflirmed the notlon of the
dyvnamic world n hits work The Motiorn. This revalution tn scletice
reached (s climax with Isaac Newton's theorv of gravitation.
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Reading the Universe

Galtleo once remarked thal the Bible that hights the road to
heaven does nol say much on how the heavens work. The
work of these thinkers showed thal knowledge, as distinct
from belle). was bascd on observauon and experiments, Once
these sctentists had shown the way. expertments and
Investigations into whal came to be called physies, chemistry
and Mology expanded rapidly. Historlans were to label this
new approach (o the knowledge of man and nature the
Sclentific Revolution.

Consequently, in the minds of steptcs and non-believers,
God began to He replaced by Nature as the source of crention.
Even those who retatned their fatth in God started talking about
a distant God who does not directly regulate the act of Iving (o
the material world, Such ldeéas were popularised through
selentiflc socleties that establishied a new scientific culture in
the public domain. The Pams Academy. éstablished in 1670 and
the Hoyal Soclety in Londen for the promotion of natural
knowledge, formed in 1662, held lectures and conducted
experiments for publie viewing,

Was there a European 'Renaissance’ in the
Fourteenth Century!

Let us now reconslder the concept of the "Renalssance’. Can
we see this perfod as marking a sharp break with the past and
the rebirth of 1deas from Greek and Roman traditions? Was
the earlter period (twellth and thirteenth centuries) a {(tme of
darkness?

Recent writers, like Peter Burke of England, Have sugdested
that Burckhardt was cxaggerating the sharp difference
between this period and the one that preceded 1t by using
the term “Renalssance’. which implies that the Greek and
Roman ctvillsations were reborn at this Ume, and that scholars
and artists of this period substituted the pre-Christian worid-
view {or the Christian one. Both arguments were exagderaled,
Scholars In earller centuries had been familiar with Greek
and Roman cultures, and religion contlnued to be a very
Important parl of people's lives,

Ta contrast the Renalssance as a period of dynamism and
artistic ereativity, and the Middle Ages as a period of gloom and
lack ol development 15 an over-simplification. Many clements
assoviated with the Renalssance tn Haly can be traced back to
the twelfth and thirieenth centuries. It has been suggested by
sone historans that i the ninth century in Franece, there had
been similar Merary and arlisllec blossoming.
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The cultural changes tn Europe at this time were not shaped
only by the ‘classical” civilisation of Rome and Greece. The
archaenlogical and lterary recovery of Roman culiure did
create a great admiration of that civilisation. But technologies
and skills in Asia had moved far ahead of what the Greeks
and Romans had known. Much more of the world had become
connected, and the new techniques of navigation (see Theme
8] enabled peaple to satl much further than had been posstble
earlier. The expanston of Islam and the Mongol conquests had
linked Asta and Nerth Africa with Europe. not pelttteally but
in terms of trade and of learning skills. The Europeans learned
not just from the Greeks and Romans, but from [ndia. from
Arabla, from lran, from Central Asta and China. These debis
were not acknowledged for a long time because when the
history of this pertod started to be written, histortans saw it
from a Europe-centred viewpoint.

An tmportant change that did happen in this period was
that -gradually the ‘private’ and the ‘public’ spheres of life
hegan to hecome separate: the “‘public” sphere meant the area
of ;government and of formal religlon: the “private sphere
tncloded the family and personal religion. The tndividyal had
a private as well as a public role. He was not simply a member
of one of the ‘three orders’, he was also a person in his own
right. An artist was not just a member of a gutld., he was
known for himself. In the eighteenth century, this sense of
the mmdividual would be expressed in a political form, in the
heltef that all individuals had equal poltttcal righis.

Another development was that the diferent regions of
Europe started to have their separate sense of identity. based
on langunadge. Europe, earlier united partly by the Roman
Emptre and later by Lattn and Christtanity, was now dissoiving
into states. each united by a common lanouage.

Exercises
AnswWER N BRIED

1. Which elements of Greek and Roman culiure were revived
in the fourteenth and fifisenth centuries?

1. Cempare detail: of ltallan architeciure of this perisd with

lamic architeduire.

Why ware Itallan towns the fimst to experiencs the ideas of

humanism?

Compare the Venetion {dea of good govemment with those In

centemporary France.

i
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ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY
5. What were the fearures of humanist thought?

6. Write a careful account of how theworld appenred different o
seventeenth-century Europeans.

Pt L



